
Dear Lancer Nation Parents and Students –  

The past week has been unprecedented in my experience as an educator, and I am certain that 

you have an endless list of questions about what the coming days and weeks will hold. So much 

is uncertain and changing at a rapid pace that I may not be able to answer all of them, but this is 

message is the first of what will become regular updates on the situation at Waterford High 

School. Today’s update will include information on: 

 Access to school this week  

 Schedule impacts  

 Enrichment materials to continue learning at home  

 Technology access for those who need it  

 Spring sports season  

 AP and ECE courses  

 Why close schools? What is the purpose of “social distancing”?  

Access to schools this week: 

All WPS schools will be staffed and open on a limited basis this week: today until 3:00 pm and 

on Tuesday from 10:00 – 2:00. We are doing this to give students and parents access to anything 

they will need to be prepared for the closure. If you are coming to WHS, please report to the 

first-floor office, and someone will assist you with your needs. After Tuesday we do not 

anticipate having the schools open for public access. 

Schedule impacts: 

Right now we know that based on Governor Lamont’s executive order all Connecticut schools 

will be closed through at least March 31. Exactly when we return to school after that is still to be 

determined. Specific schedule questions we have been asked and hope to provide answers for in 

the next few days include: How will the missed days be made up? And how will graduation and 

other senior events be affected by the closure? 

Enrichment materials to continue learning at home: 

All WHS teachers have made enrichment materials available online either on the school website 

or their Google Classroom page for their students, and for those with limited online access, we 

have hard-copy materials available for pick-up at the first-floor office today and Tuesday. These 

materials are intended to keep students in a learning mindset during their time away from school 

by providing engaging activities linked to their course curriculum. These enrichment materials 

are optional because they are intended for a short-term closure, but the school system is also 

initiating plans for a more formal distance learning plan in case the length of the closure calls for 

it. 

  



Technology access for those who need it: 

The state is working with internet service providers to provide free wifi access to families that 

need it during the period of school closures. All WPS schools are also lending Chromebooks to 

families that do not have access to a computer in their home during the closure. For details about 

the program to extend wifi access, here is information from the state website’s coronavirus page 

about the Keep America Connected Pledge program: 

Connecticut providers that have signed the pledge include Comcast, Frontier, Altice 

(Optimum), Charter (Spectrum), Cox, Atlantic, Verizon, and AT&T. In addition to 

signing the pledge, several companies are providing additional resources. Some of these 

include: 

 Comcast announced a plan to ensure low-income families have internet access that will 

be effective as of March 16. The benefits include 60 days of free service for new 

Comcast customers, and higher internet speeds for all qualifying customers. Families can 

check their eligibility and learn more about available programs at 

www.internetessentials.com.  

 Altice and Charter are offering 60 days of free broadband to households with K-12 and 

college students who have been impacted by COVID-19 and not already subscribers to 

their services with no installation fees.  

 AT&T is waiving home internet data caps during the entire COVID-19 outbreak.  

Businesses and families in Connecticut that need assistance are encouraged to contact 

their service provider to see what programs they may have available to be supportive 

during this time. 

Spring sports season: 

Due to the closure, spring sports practices did not start as scheduled this past weekend, but a 

final decision about the fate of the spring sports schedule has not yet been made. The 

Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC) will be meeting on Wednesday, March 

18, to make decisions about the spring sports season, and we will be sure to update you once we 

know more. 

AP and ECE courses, SAT Testing: 

We are working with The College Board and the University of Connecticut to determine the 

schedule and expectation for each of these programs. Until we know more, the best advice for 

students is to keep preparing for them. Students taking AP and ECE courses should make use of 

the resources their teachers have posted, and all Juniors should continue preparing for the SAT 

either with resources their teaches have provided or by making use of the SAT test-prep 

resources available for free at Khan Academy. 

  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/i8iFRoUs9v3rHkn4US3aIw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgUNXrP0RqaHR0cHM6Ly9jb3Jwb3JhdGUuY29tY2FzdC5jb20vcHJlc3MvcmVsZWFzZXMvaW50ZXJuZXQtZXNzZW50aWFscy1sb3ctaW5jb21lLWJyb2FkYmFuZC1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1wYW5kZW1pY1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAABrom9ejzVBRlIcYWhhdXNlckB3YXRlcmZvcmRzY2hvb2xzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://www.internetessentials.com/
https://www.alticeusa.com/news/articles/feature/corporate/altice-usa-brings-free-broadband-k-12-and-college-students-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://about.att.com/pages/COVID-19.html


Why close schools? What is the purpose of “social distancing”?: 

It can be difficult for teens to grasp the purpose and seriousness of social distancing in limiting 

the spread of coronavirus, especially since gathering together in times of crisis is such a basic 

part of our society. However, the two things that experts tell us we can all do to help keep our 

community safe right now are to follow basic health precautions and to limit contact with others 

as much as possible. It’s no fun, and it feels like you are doing nothing to help out, but right now, 

doing “nothing” actually is the best way for most of us to help out. To help put it in perspective, 

this brief video from last Friday’s NBC Nightly News sums it up very well: “How Americans 

Can Come Together To Fight Coronavirus By Staying Apart” 

https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/how-americans-can-come-together-to-fight-

coronavirus-by-staying-apart-80642629788 

Additional information on the coronavirus situation can be found at these websites: 

 Connecticut state government information on coronavirus: 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus  

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention information: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

Stay safe and healthy, and Go Lancers!  Hoping to see you all again in the near future, 

Andre Hauser 

WHS Principal 
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